
Name:                            WHI.2bc – Paleolithic vs. Neolithic 

 

WHI.2bc in a Nutshell 

 

WHI.2c 

What are the characteristics of Neolithic Societies? 

 

 

Paleolithic or Neolithic?  

Identify the following as either a characteristic of Paleolithic societies (P) or Neolithic societies (N). 

 

N  Advanced tools and weapons 

P  Created cave art 

N  Developed agriculture 

N  Developed weaving 

N  Domestication of plants and animals 

P  First to use fire 

P  Hunter-gatherers 

P  Lived in clans 

N  Made pottery 

P  Nomadic 

P  Oral language 

N  Permanent settlements 

P  Simple tools and weapons 

 

Neolithic 
Societies 

Agriculture 

Domestication 

Advanced tools 
and weapons 

Pottery 

Weaving 



 

 Paleolithic Societies Neolithic Societies 

Lifestyle 

Depended upon the availability of wild plants and 
animals 

Nomadic – moved from place to place  

Lived in clans 

 

 

Permanent settlements 

Developed villages, towns, and cities 

Beginning of civilization 

Specialized artisans 

Tools & 
Technology 

Simple tools and weapons 

Invented fire 

Cave art 

 

 

Advanced tools and weapons 

Agriculture 

Weaving 

Pottery 

Domestication  

Language 

Oral language  

 

 

 

 

Written language 

 


