
Name:                                                                                                   WHI.4f – Chinese Philosophies 

 

WHI.4f in a Nutshell 

 

 Confucianism Daoism Legalism Buddhism 

Founder 
Confucius Laozi Han Fei Siddhartha Gautama 

(Buddha) 

Where did the 
religion/philosophy 
start? 

China China China China 

What are the sacred 
writings or holy 
books? 

The Analects Dao De Jing Han Feizi Jatakas 

Major Beliefs, 
Customs, and 
Traditions 

All humans are good 

Code of politeness 

Filial piety 

Emphasis on education 

Harmony with nature 

Simple life 

Humility 

Yin and Yang 

People are evil and 
selfish 

Harsh laws and 
punishments 

Four Noble Truths 

Eightfold Path 

Mahayana Buddhism 

How and where did 
this religion/ 
philosophy spread? 

China 

Trade 

China  

Trade  

China 

Adopted by the Qin 
Dynasty 

China from India 

Trade 

Missionaries sent by 
Asoka 

 


